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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

TO:  Correlating Committee on Automatic Sprinkler Systems 
  
FROM: Elena Carroll, Project Administrator 
 
DATE: June 16, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: NFPA 13 Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) No. 1225    

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Technical Committee on Sprinkler System Installation Criteria has been balloted on proposed TIA 
1225, submitted by Larry Keeping of PLC Fire Safety Solutions and endorsed by Zeljko Sucevic of 
Vipond Fire Protection and Roland Huggins of American Fire Sprinkler Association, Inc. A copy of the 
proposed TIA and the final results of the TC balloting are attached.   
 
This proposed TIA is being submitted to you for letter ballot.  In accordance with Section 5 of the 
Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards, you are being balloted on any 
correlating issues of the proposed TIA and whether this matter is of an emergency nature.  A 
“disagree” vote is limited to subjects within the purview of the Correlating Committee. 
Opposition on a strictly technical basis is not sufficient grounds for substantiating a “disagree” 
vote.   
 

Please complete and return the attached letter ballot to Elena Carroll either via email to 
ecarroll@nfpa.org or via fax to 617-984-7110.  Ballots are due on June 30, 2016. 

 
This proposed TIA 1225 has been published for public comment in the June 10, 2016 issue of 
NFPA News with a Public Comment Closing Date of July 12, 2016.  Any public comments 
received will be circulated to the committee.  The Standards Council will consider the issuance of 
this TIA at their August 3 – 5, 2016 meeting. 
 
 

Note:  Please remember that the return of ballots and attendance at committee meetings are 

required in accordance with the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards. 

 

 
Enclosures 
 

mailto:ecarroll@nfpa.org


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 5 Tentative Interim Amendments (TIAs). 

5.1 Content of a Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment. Each 
Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) shall be submitted to the 
Standards Council Secretary and shall include the following: 
 (a) Identification of the submitter and his or her affiliation (i.e., 
Technical Committee, organization, company), where appropriate 
 (b) Identification of the NFPA Standard, edition of the NFPA 
Standard, and paragraph of the NFPA Standard to which the TIA is 
directed 
 (c) Proposed text of the TIA, including the wording to be added, 
revised (and how revised), or deleted 
 (d) Statement of the problem and substantiation for the TIA 
 (e) The signature of the submitter or other means of authentication 
approved by the Standards Council Secretary 
 (f) Statement of the basis of conclusion that the TIA is of an 
emergency nature requiring prompt action 
 (g) The written agreement of at least two members of the involved 
Technical Committee or Correlating Committee to the processing of the 
TIA. The agreement to the processing of the TIA is for the sole purpose 
to allow the TIA to be processed and does not necessarily imply 
agreement with the merits or emergency nature of the TIA.  
5.2 Preliminary Screening of Proposed Tentative Interim 

Amendment. The Standards Council Secretary shall review all 
Proposed TIAs and may return to the submitter, without processing, 
any submission that does not conform to Section 5.1. In addition, the 
Standards Council Secretary may reject for processing any proposed 
TIA that does not manifestly appear to be of an emergency nature 
requiring prompt action. In exercising his or her discretion to reject a 
proposed TIA for processing, the Standards Council Secretary may 
consult with the responsible Technical Committee/Correlating 
Committee chairs and may consider, without limitation, whether the 
TIA submittal, on its face, does not state any adequate basis on which 
to conclude that it is of an emergency, whether it is unduly repetitive of 
issues already considered and rejected by the Technical 
Committee/Correlating Committee, or whether it is plainly frivolous. 
Where, however, there exists any reasonable question about the 
emergency nature of the proposed TIA or where the Standards Council 
Secretary determines that it is otherwise advisable for the TIA to be 
processed, the Standards Council Secretary shall submit the TIA for 
processing, and the question of emergency nature shall be considered 
anew and determined by the responsible Technical Committee and 
Correlating Committee. The text of a proposed TIA may be processed 
as submitted or may be changed, but only with the approval of the 
submitter. 
5.3 Evaluation of Emergency Nature. Determination of an emergency 
nature shall include but not be limited to one or more of the following 
factors: 
 (a) The NFPA Standard contains an error or an omission that was 
overlooked during a regular revision process. 
 (b) The NFPA Standard contains a conflict within the NFPA 
Standard or with another NFPA Standard. 
 (c) The proposed TIA intends to correct a previously unknown 
existing hazard. 
 (d) The proposed TIA intends to offer to the public a benefit that 
would lessen a recognized (known) hazard or ameliorate a continuing 
dangerous condition or situation. 

 (e) The proposed TIA intends to accomplish a recognition of an 
advance in the art of safeguarding property or life where an alternative 
method is not in current use or is unavailable to the public. 
 (f) The proposed TIA intends to correct a circumstance in which the 
revised NFPA Standard has resulted in an adverse impact on a product 
or method that was inadvertently overlooked in the total revision 
process or was without adequate technical (safety) justification for the 
action. 
5.4 Publication of Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment. A 
proposed Tentative Interim Amendment that meets the provisions of 
Section 5.1 shall be published indicating that the proposed Tentative 
Interim Amendment has been forwarded to the responsible Technical 
Committee and Correlating Committee for processing and that anyone 
interested may comment on the proposed Tentative Interim 
Amendment within the time period established and published. 
5.5 Technical Committee and Correlating Committee Action. 

 (a) The proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be submitted 
for Ballot and comment of the Technical Committee in accordance with 
3.3.4. The Technical Committee shall be separately Balloted on both 
the technical merits of the amendment and whether the amendment 
involves an issue of an emergency nature. Such Balloting shall be 
completed concurrently with the public review period. Any Public 
Comments inconsistent with the vote of any Technical Committee 
Member shall be circulated to the Technical Committee to allow votes 
to be changed. A recommendation for approval shall be established if 
three-fourths of the voting Members calculated in accordance with 
3.3.4.3(c) have voted in favor of the Tentative Interim Amendment. 
 (b) The proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be submitted 
for Ballot and comment of the Correlating Committee, if any, which 
shall make a recommendation to the Standards Council with respect to 
the disposition of the Tentative Interim Amendment. The Correlating 
Committee shall be separately Balloted on both the merits of the 
amendment (as it relates to the Correlating Committee authority and 
responsibilities in accordance with 3.4.2 and 3.4.3) and whether the 
amendment involves an issue of an emergency nature. Any Public 
Comments inconsistent with the vote of any Technical Committee or 
Correlating Committee Member shall be circulated to the Correlating 
Committee to allow votes to be changed. A recommendation for 
approval shall be established if three-fourths of the voting Members 
calculated in accordance with 3.3.4.3(c) have voted in favor of the 
Tentative Interim Amendment. 
 (c) All Public Comments, Ballots, and comments on Ballots on the 
proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be summarized in a staff 
report and forwarded to the Standards Council for action in accordance 
with Section 5.6. 
5.6 Action of the Standards Council. The Standards Council shall 
review the material submitted in accordance with 5.5(c), together with 
the record on any Appeals (see Section 1.6, 1.6.1), and shall take one of 
the following actions: 
 (a) Issue the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment. 
 (b) Issue the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment as amended by 
the Standards Council. 
 (c) Where acted on concurrently with the issuance of a new edition 
of the NFPA Standard to which it relates, issue the Tentative Interim 
Amendment as part of the new edition. 
   (d) Reject the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment. 



 

 (e) Return the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment to the 
Technical Committee with appropriate instruction 
 (f) Direct a different action. 
5.7 Effective Date of a Tentative Interim Amendment. Tentative 
Interim Amendments shall become effective 20 days after Standards 
Council issuance unless the President determines, within his or her 
discretion, that the effective date shall be delayed pending the 
consideration of a Petition to the Board of Directors (see Section 1.7). 
The President may also, within his or her discretion, refer the matter of 
a delay in the effective date of the TIA to the Executive Committee of 
the Board of Directors or to the Board of Directors. 
5.8 Publication of Tentative Interim Amendments. The NFPA shall 
publish a notice of the issuance of each Tentative Interim Amendment 
and may, as appropriate, issue a news release to applicable and 
interested technical journals. The notice and any news release shall 
indicate the tentative character of the Tentative Interim Amendment. In 
any subsequent distribution of the NFPA Standard to which the 
Tentative Interim Amendment applies, the text of the Tentative Interim 
Amendment shall be included in a manner judged most feasible to 
accomplish the desired objectives. 
5.9 Applicability. Tentative Interim Amendments shall apply to the 
NFPA Standard existing at the time of issuance. Tentative Interim 
Amendments issued after the proposal closing date shall also apply, 
when the text of the existing NFPA Standard remains unchanged, to the 
next edition of the NFPA Standard. Tentative Interim Amendments 
issued concurrently with the issuance of a new edition shall apply to 
both the existing and the new editions. 
5.10 Subsequent Processing. The Technical Committee responsible 
for the NFPA Standard or the part of the NFPA Standard affected shall 
process the subject matter of any Tentative Interim Amendment as 
Public Input for the next edition of the NFPA Standard (see Section 
3.3). 
5.11 Exception. When the Standards Council authorizes other 
procedures for the processing and/or issuance of Tentative Interim 
Amendments, the provisions of this section shall not apply. 



NFPA 13- 2016 Edition 
Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems 
TIA Log No.: 1225 
Reference:  8.5.5.3.1.1(New) 
Comment Closing Date:  July 12, 2016 
Submitter:  Larry Keeping, PLC Fire Safety Solutions 
 
 
1. Add a new paragraph 8.5.5.3.1.1 and renumber subsequent paragraphs to read as follows: 

 
8.5.5.3.1*    Sprinklers shall be installed under fixed obstructions over 4 ft (1.2 m) in width. 

8.5.5.3.1.1   Open grate flooring over 4 ft (1.2 m) in width shall require sprinkler protection below the 
grating. 

8.5.5.3.1.1   8.5.5.3.1.2   Sprinklers shall be located below the obstruction and not more than 3 in. (75 
mm) from the outside edge of the obstruction. 

8.5.5.3.1.2   8.5.5.3.1.3   Where sprinklers are located adjacent to the obstruction, they shall be of the 
intermediate level rack type. 

8.5.5.3.1.3   8.5.5.3.1.4   The deflector of automatic sprinklers installed under fixed obstructions shall 
be positioned no more than 12 in. (300 mm) below the bottom of the obstruction. 

8.5.5.3.1.4   8.5.5.3.1.5   Sprinklers shall not be required under noncombustible obstructions over 4 ft 
(1.2 m) wide where the bottom of the obstruction is 24 in. (600 mm) or less above the floor or deck. 

 
 
Substantiation.  This TIA seeks to rectify a mistake that was made during the First Draft, whereby 
8.5.5.3.1.1 was erroneously deleted/overwritten instead of having new text inserted after 8.5.5.3.1.1. 
 
Public Input No. 474 and First Revision No. 90 both called for a “New Section after 8.5.5.3.1.1”, but the 
First Draft Report shows the new verbiage of FR 90 replacing the original text. With this, the provision 
that requires sprinklers under open grate flooring that is more than 4 ft in width, has been lost. 
 
This deletion was inadvertent. None of the public inputs and none of the discussions at the Technical 
Committee meetings suggested that the text should be deleted. It should therefore be added back in. 
 
 
Emergency Nature.  The NFPA Standard contains an error or an omission that was overlooked during a 
regular revision process. 
 
The deleted provision was the charging statement upon which Sections 8.5.5.3.4, 8.6.5.3.5, 8.10.6.3.4, 
8.10.7.3.4, 8.11.5.3.3 and 8.12.5.3.4 are based. Without that provision there is no longer any requirement 
for sprinklers under open grating for standard spray sprinklers, residential sprinklers, CMSA sprinklers or 
ESFR sprinklers. As noted in Annex sections A.8.5.5.3, A.16.2.4.1.1 and A.17.2.4.1.1 omission of 
sprinklers under open grating is not acceptable, because these areas frequently have goods in storage or 
surface duct stops, which obstruct sprinkler spray from above. Therefore supplemental sprinklers are 
needed below. Without the missing provision however, the standard does have the necessary requirement 
for those supplemental sprinklers, so they may therefore be omitted from many installations. 



NFPA 13- 2016 Edition 
Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems 
TIA Log No.: 1226 
Reference:  Figures 8.6.5.1.2(c), 8.8.5.1.2(c) and 8.10.6.1.2(c) 
Comment Closing Date:  July 12, 2016 
Submitter:  Larry Keeping, PLC Fire Safety Solutions 
 
1. Revise Figures 8.6.5.1.2(c), 8.8.5.1.2(c), and 8.10.6.1.2(c) to read as follows: 

 

   Figure 8.6.5.1.2(c) 
 

   Figure 8.8.5.1.2(c) 



 

   Figure 8.10.6.1.2(c) 
 
 
Substantiation.  This TIA seeks to rectify a discrepancy that was introduced during the Second 
Draft, whereby the figures that were imaged in the First Draft Report were not consistent with 
the images illustrated in the Second Draft Report. 
 
Public Input No. 289 and First Revision No. 105 and 106 sought to correct typographical errors 
in the Obstructions Against Walls figures, relating to the distance from the wall and to correct 
the misconception that a sprinkler deflector would need to be at least 18 inches above the bottom 
of the obstruction/soffit.  The revisions were agreed to during the First Revision Meeting and 
shown correctly in the First Draft Report.  During the Second Draft Meeting, the subject was not 
discussed again, but for some reason, in the Second Draft Report the figures reverted to show the 
incorrect information.  It appears to be a mistake that was made when the figures were edited to 
show the metric conversions. 
 
Additionally, in their current state they are inconsistent with the similar new Figure  8.9.5.1.4(c) 
and Figure 8.10.7.1.4(c), which properly indicate the “½ S” and the “No maximum” dimensions. 
 
This change was inadvertent.  The Technical Committee did not take any action to change the 
figures after the First Draft.  They should therefore be corrected again. 
 
Emergency Nature.  The NFPA Standard contains an error or an omission that was overlooked 
during a regular revision process.  The NFPA Standard contains a conflict within the NFPA 
Standard or within another NFPA Standard. 
 
Figure 8.6.5.1.2(c), Figure 8.8.5.1.2(c) and Figure 8.10.6.1.2(c) show incorrect information and 
are not consistent with the similar new Figure  8.9.5.1.4(c) and Figure 8.10.7.1.4(c), which 
properly indicate the “½ S” and the “No maximum” dimensions. These inconsistencies could 
lead to design and installation errors, so they need to be rectified. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO:             Technical Committee on Sprinkler System Installation Criteria 
 
FROM:        Elena Carroll, Project Administrator 
 
DATE:        June 16, 2016 
 
SUBJECT:        NFPA 13 Proposed TIA No. 1225 PRELIMINARY TC BALLOT RESULTS  
 ________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
According to 5.6(b) in the NFPA Regs, the preliminary results show this TIA HAS achieved the ¾ majority 
vote needed on both Question 1 (Technical Merit) and Question 2 (Emergency Nature). 
 
32  Eligible to Vote  
5  Not Returned (Bahadori, Bilbo, Kelly, Scandaliato, Slocum) 
 
      Technical Merit      Emergency Nature 
0 Abstentions  1 Abstentions (Sucevic) 
26 Agree (Linder, w/ comment)  25 Agree
1 Disagree (Hilton)  1 Disagree (Hilton) 

 
There are two criteria necessary to pass ballot [(1) simple majority (2) affirmative ¾ vote].   Both questions 
must pass ballot in order to recommend that the Standards Council issue this TIA. 
 
(1) In all cases, an affirmative vote of at least a simple majority of the total membership eligible to vote is 

required.  
     [32 eligible ÷ 2 = 16 + 1 = (17)] 
 
(2) The number of affirmative votes needed to satisfy the ¾ requirement is: 

Technical Merit: (32 eligible to vote - 5 not returned - 0 abstentions = 27 × 0.75 = 20.25) 21 
Emergency Nature: (32 eligible to vote - 5 not returned - 1 abstentions = 26 × 0.75 = 19.5) 20 

  
This proposed TIA has been published for public comment in the June 10, 2016 issue of NFPA News with 
a Public Comment Closing Date of July 12, 2016.  Any public comments received will be circulated to 
the committee.  The Standards Council will consider the issuance of this TIA at their August 3 – 5, 2016 
meeting. 
 
 
Attachment 
 



TECHNICAL COMMITTEE LETTER BALLOT 
PROPOSED TENTATIVE INTERIM AMENDMENT LOG NO. 1225 

To Add Section 8.5.5.3.1.1 of the 2016 Edition of NFPA 13, 
Standard for Installation of Sprinkler Systems 

 
Ballot Item No. 1:  
I agree with the TECHNICAL MERITS of the Proposed TIA to Add Section 8.5.5.3.1.1.  
 
____________ AGREE ________x____ DISAGREE*  ____________ ABSTAIN* 
 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE - Please type or print your comments: 
 
*An explanation shall accompany a “disagree” or “abstain” vote. 
In agreement that the requirement for sprinklers below open gratings was mistakenly 
omitted.  However, it also appears that the requirement for sprinklers below the grating to 
be intermediate-level sprinklers was also omitted (reference the committee statement in 
response to Public Input 534).  This TIA should be amended to provide both corrections, if 
indeed it is understood to be the committee’s intent (to continue the requirement for 
intermediate-level sprinklers below open gratings). 
 
Ballot Item No. 2:  
I agree that the subject is of an EMERGENCY NATURE.  
 
____________ AGREE ______x______ DISAGREE*  ____________ ABSTAIN* 
 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE - Please type or print your comments: 
 
*An explanation shall accompany a “disagree” or “abstain” vote. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

             

_______________________________ 

Signature 
 
___Luke Hilton___________________ 
Name (Please Print) 
 
___June 1, 2016__________________ 
Date 
 
Please return the ballot on or before June 7, 2016. 
 
 
PLEASE RETURN TO: 
Elena Carroll, Project Administrator 
NFPA 
1 Batterymarch Park 
Quincy, MA 02169  FAX: (617) 984-7110  E-mail: ecarroll@nfpa.org  





NFPA 13, TIA Log No. 1225 ‐ BALLOT 
Elena, 
 
Please record me as voting Affirmative on both technical merit and emergency nature on both TIA Logs 
1225 and 1226. 
 
Both of these TIA's refer to errors that were inadvertently made to the standard during the second draft 
and need to be corrected. 
 
Regards, 
Ken 
 
Kenneth Linder 




